HONORS CURRICULA

The University’s honors curricula serve to challenge highly motivated
students through courses of advanced study; to provide academic
programs of unusual breadth and depth; to provide recognition of
outstanding scholastic achievement; to foster interest in research and
scholarly activity; and to provide students an opportunity to work with
outstanding faculty.

Dual Recognition: Students who complete the requirements for University
Honors and, in addition, the requirements of a College/Department
Honors Program, shall have both designations on the transcript and the
diploma. Only a single senior essay, thesis, or project shall be required.

More information about both University Honors and departmental Honors
is available online (http://www.honors.wayne.edu) and at the Honors
College as well as through the respective departments/colleges.

University Honors Curriculum

The University-wide Honors curriculum, managed by the Irvin D. Reid
Honors College, allows undergraduate students in any College or School
to pursue individually-designed Honors Programs which complement
their majors.

Benefits of membership in the Honors College include Honors advising,
Honors pre-priority registration, Honors sections of general education and
major courses, and designation of completion of the Honors curriculum
on the diploma and transcript.

Admission

There are multiple ways that high achieving students can join the Irvin D.
Reid Honors College.

Entering First-Year Student: Entering first-year students admitted to the
University are automatically considered for membership in the Irvin D.
Reid Honors College based on information provided in their University
application. No additional application is required. Qualified students are
notified with an invitation to join the Honors College and to attend an
optional Honors Showcase event, which provides additional information
about the Honors experience. Deadlines for Honors consideration varies
depending on the number of invitations to eligible students. Typically,
first-year students need to be admitted to Wayne State University no later
than March 1st in order to be eligible for an automatic invitation to join
the Honors College.

Current Wayne State Students and Transfer Students: Students who have a
minimum cumulative grade point average of 3.3 or above at Wayne State
University may apply for acceptance to the Honors College. Applications
are available online (https://honors.wayne.edu/admissions).

Eligibility to register for Honors courses: Students whose cumulative grade
point average is at least 3.3, but who are not formally in the Honors
College, are eligible to elect honors courses to enrich their educational
experiences.

Retention: The academic record of each student shall be reviewed at
regular intervals. To remain in the Honors College, a student normally
shall be expected:

1. to pursue a course of study consistent with the objectives of the
Honors College, as recommended by the University Honors Council
and approved by the President or his/her designee; and

2. to maintain a cumulative grade point average greater than or equal
to 3.3; however, Colleges/Departments may establish a higher g.p.a.
requirements for retention in a College/Department program.

A student whose cumulative grade point average is below 3.3 and is, for
that reason, dropped from the Honors College, may reapply when his/her
cumulative g.p.a. is 3.3 or higher.

University Honors Requirements

The College shall require Honors-designated course work totaling a
minimum of twenty-eight credits for the baccalaureate program the
student is pursuing. Students in this College MUST SATISFY THE
GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS, but the approved General
Education courses may differ for the Honors College after review by the
Honors Council and the General Education Implementation Committee
and approval by the President or his/her designee. The Honors College
General Education core curriculum will define a common body of
knowledge beginning with the freshman Honors first-year sequence,
and including a specified complement of Honors courses chosen

from existing General Education options as determined by individual
departments in consultation with the College.

Graduation: For graduation with University Honors, students must have
a minimum cumulative grade point average of 3.3, and must complete

a minimum of twenty-eight credits in honors-designated course work
(including HON 1000, an Honors Foundational Seminar course, a service
learning course with HON 3000, at least one HON 4200-level Honors
seminar and a minimum of three credits in an independent research
project, essay, or thesis). Graduates of the University Honors curriculum
will be so recognized on the transcript and diploma.

College or Department Honors
Requirements

Undergraduate departments in Colleges and Schools have developed
programs leading to honors degrees. Details of these programs are
included in the College and Department sections of this Bulletin.

College or Department Honors Curricula require a minimum of twelve
credits in honors-designated course work of which at least three credits
may be in an independent research project, essay, or thesis in the
student’s College/Department and at least one HON 4200-level Honors
seminar. Students also must meet the requirements of their major
fields. The honors requirements for the major may include approved
modifications of normal major requirements.

Graduation: For graduation with department honors, students must meet
the requirements approved by their department/college/school, including
a minimum 3.30 grade point average, an Honors thesis and at least one
HON 4200-level seminar.
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